
Shree Vishwanath Mahadev Mandir

Location: Varanasi (Outskirts, Residential Zone)
Chief Priest: Pandit Raghunath Sharma
Established: 1989 CE
Type: Modern Hindu Temple blending tradition with contemporary amenities

1. Founding & Background

The Shree Vishwanath Mahadev Mandir was established in 1989 by the Sharma
Charitable Trust in memory of philanthropist Mahesh Sharma’s father. It was envisioned
as both a sacred place of worship and a community cultural hub for the rapidly growing
neighborhood. The temple is dedicated to Lord Shiva, featuring a Swayambhu
(self-manifested) Shivlinga consecrated with elaborate Vedic rites.

2. Architecture

Style: Traditional Nagara-style shikhara combined with modern, spacious interiors. Main
Sanctum: Houses the black Shivlinga adorned daily with bel patra, marigold garlands, and
a silver serpent coil. Prayer Hall: Air-conditioned, marble-floored space with seating for
300 devotees. Outer Gardens: Landscaped with lotus ponds, flowering shrubs, and a
21-foot bronze statue of Lord Shiva. Accessibility: Ramps, wide doorways, and wheelchair
access to all public areas.

3. Key Historical Milestones

1991: Inaugural Maha Rudra Abhishek draws thousands of devotees. 2004: Addition of a
multi-purpose hall for spiritual, cultural, and charitable activities. 2015: Installation of
solar-powered lighting and eco-friendly havan kund. 2020: Online puja booking and virtual
darshan launched during the pandemic. 2022: Bronze Lord Shiva statue installed,
becoming a local landmark.

4. Ritual Life

Morning: Mangala Aarti in Brahma Muhurta, followed by Abhishek rituals. Afternoon:
Chanting of Rudram and distribution of prasadam in the café. Evening: Daily Sandhya
Aarti with devotional singing; weekends feature bhajan karaoke and cultural programs.
Special Pujas: - Somvar Abhishek every Monday - Shravan Mahotsav with thousands of
oil lamps - Maha Shivratri all-night vigil and chanting

5. Community Services



Free Sanskrit & Yoga Classes for all age groups. Ayurvedic Health Clinic twice a week.
Charitable Food Distribution for the underprivileged. Interfaith Dialogues promoting
harmony.

6. Modern Amenities

Digital displays for muhurat timings and festival updates. Multi-camera live-streaming
setup for remote devotees. Prasadam Café serving sattvik snacks and herbal teas.
Parking area with EV charging stations.

7. Atmosphere

Sound: Blend of traditional temple bells with occasional devotional music via sound
system. Smell: Mixture of sandalwood incense, fresh flowers, and herbal offerings.
Lighting: Warm golden lamp glow mixed with soft LED lighting for safety. Feeling:
Welcoming to both traditionalists and modern devotees, with a balance of serenity and
community energy.


